
7th Grade Summer Reading 

 

Every student is expected to read a minimum of two books.  Of course, everyone is encouraged to read more 

than the minimum. A “Suggested Reading List” will be available online to help students select an additional 

book or books.  

 

Directions: We want students to be able to discuss literature with each other and to experience different genre. 

Therefore, students going into seventh grade must read both of the following books: 

 

 The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan 

 Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick 

 

Students are also required to complete two different written assignments. One written assignment is for The 

Lightening Thief and another different written assignment is for Freak the Mighty. Options for the different 

written assignments are given below. The length of each assignment will vary but should be a minimum of 200-

300 words.  Each assignment must be typed, double spaced using Times New Roman with a twelve point font.  

 

Here’s a list of the options for the writing assignment: 

1. Imagine that you are a character in the book, and write a diary entry about your experiences, thoughts, 

and feelings. 

2. Write a letter to a character in the book, giving her or him advice. 

3. Write a short composition on one of the themes for the book.  For example, if one of the themes is love, 

you might write a composition about love, using examples from the book. 

4. Write a poem, song, or story about character, conflict, theme, symbol, or another element of the book. 

5. Write about the main problem or conflict in the book. Who is involved and what is it about? 

6. Write a letter to the author of your book telling him or her how reading this book somehow changed 

your way of thinking about yourself and the world around you.  Make a connection between yourself 

and a character or an event in the story.   

7. Review the book.  Give your opinions about it; cite examples and quotes from the book to support why 

you think it is an interesting book or not.  Would you recommend it to your friend?  Why or why not? 

 

In September, your child’s language arts teacher will collect and assess the quality of work done over the 

summer.  Follow-up activities will focus on the required book and one favorite book.  Ten percent of the first 

marking period grade will be based on Summer Reading requirements.  

 

Reading is essential and should be part of every day.  Please help us reach our goal of having children discover 

the pleasurable experience of reading.  We appreciate your support and cooperation and wish you a very happy 

summer. 

 

Sincerely, 

The Middle School Language Arts Department 

 


